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The ) also known as 4dews, 1s one if the most common yet important

grammatical roles in the Arabic language. Whether one reads vocalized or
unvocalized Arabic text, one must be able to distinguish between a cas and

other grammatical roles, such as ,all or JAlI, to understand the precise

meaning of a word or sentence.

The was is one of the followers (@[93“), nouns which copy the state of

preceding nouns. It is often translated in English as adjective and it
describes a preceding noun, the Ssaie, The caad must copy the &gt in

four things: 1) grammatical state, 2) definiteness, 3) gender, and 4) number.
If the Cigais is § séye, the cuad must be § gdye. If the Sisaie Is wgenis, the cual

1S wgais, If the &igaiais Hg a0 then the Cadis g .

Let’s look at some examples of the cuai. The ciaiin each of these

sentences is the last word:

J::l.a.ll j;)Jl s The just man came.
Jalall JAMES,  Tsaw the just man.

Jalall JA‘,JL' 0o I passed by the just man.

The i must match the &gais in case but not necessarily in sign (dedle).
This is because some nouns have secondaty signs of inflection (o)),
such as sound masculine plurals ((ygeu;all) which take a gl instead of a
dos in a4, or g_ég.;s.’il g awul which take a 4alé in a instead of a 8 S,
Look at the following examples:

saall eyl Z5A The new teachers went out.
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Both of these nouns ate ¢ séys. The sign of a4, for the e is 4daus and the
sign of a4, for the word it describes (&isais) is gls.

8 piall Lol lds TS | passed by the young Fatima
A female name takes a 4aié in %a because it is < yais ,é. Both nouns
here are 5y, Here, the sign of ja for the cuad is 8,8 and the sign of Ha

-~ -
.

for the cygaie 1s dalis

owladl Lical;  1saw Abu Zaid the guard.
Both of Liand _uylall are Gsaio with L taking <l as a sign of cual.

Sub-topics
There are three separate topics that are relevant to the cai. These are 1)

definiteness, 2) the relative pronoun, and 3) the derived noun.

1) Definite Nouns 3,laL|

The a5 must match the &¢2is in definiteness or indefiniteness. To

understand this we must understand which nouns are definite in Arabic.

Here 1s a list:

Personal Pronouns el (&/d/\gih)

Proper names alall (a/13)

Relative pronouns Jssash! acul (o311/¢sdll)

Demonstrative pronouns 8,LsY | acul (s1a/11a)

Nouns connected to JI (als!, Liaull)

Anything that is 8Laa to the above five categoties (Luyad] alg suly)

AN

The a3 must also match what it is describing in gender (masculine or

feminine) and number (singular, dual, or plural).
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NP INESYR4EN The noble man came.
G e LG 2o .
OPds (A Sl I saw two small girls.
saadl oAl &5 I passed by the new students.

A general rule in Arabic is that when we are referring to a non-human
plural, it is often referred to as singular feminine, such as:

2.4 822
dasad S s These are old books.

- -

Z TR

dasan LMs] cuyiisl 1 bought new pens.

diaddl aaldl &5 T passed by the beautiful mosques.
2) Relative Pronouns

A relative pronoun in Arabic is called Jseash) arul. Examples are o3l g4l
oedll. When any of these follow a definite noun, the Jsuash! acul is a <l

for that definite noun.
For example,
} - /h . .
ool W1y ¢dll Ja,ll Sad The man who visited us left yesterday.

] E;Lag sl iHall & T asked the teacher who arrived today.
S ¢ ) Y:

Both ¢dll and 3l are was for the word that precedes them.

3) &8l - The Detived Nouns (A sarf topic)
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The last thing one should know about the s is that it is i, a derived

noun thatwis descriptive. This is discussed in a separate article but we can

say the ol&iaall are descriptive nouns such as Je L4l aal and Jsadll acul,
among others patterns you will learn later (G, 4gaiils ddn, Jrondil| ol

Examples:

Ll j:sLa_Il ;5[;.” Jag The just ruler entered the city.

Sl | Jal &, I saw the happy man.
L/)LU.JQA.” g/_JSJL' &y I passed by the thirsty dog.

T - L PRE -
A 3l awul is a descriptive noun that indicates an action and a person,

unlike juwas which only indicates the action.
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